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REVIEWS. 


raation of the skin, he becomes gradually conscious that they change 
from better to worse and the reverse, with almost every thermal varia¬ 
tion from one atmospheric temperature to another; and he may there¬ 
fore be pardoned for exhibiting some scepticism when it is urged that 
an improvement after the administration of a medicinal dose of a poison, 
has been due to that cause alone. In discussing, further, the treatment 
and etiology of the genital eczemas of the diabetic, our author properly 
indicates the fact that decomposition of a saccharine urine in the affected 
parts may be productive of the disease. This is mainly the view of cer¬ 
tain French writers who teach that there is a class of disorders known 
as diabitides genitales. It can, however, be certainly demonstrated in a 
proportion of these cases, that the sugar appears in the urine only after 
the local eczema has existed for an appreciable time, and that the latter 
is probably the efficient cause of the first named condition, seeing that 
in many of these cases as the eczema is relieved the sugar disappears 
from the urine, either never to return, or to return only with a repetition 
of the local accidents. 

Dr. Taylor’s atlas is to be warmly commended to the expert, the gen¬ 
eral practitioner, and the student, as an invaluable aid in acquiring a 
knowledge of the subjects illustrated, combining in a high degree the 
advantages of a sound text-book, with the special assistance of colored 
illustrations. The work of the publishers is iu all respects satisfactory. 

J. N. H. 


UeBER DAS VeRIIALTEN DER TuBERKELBACILLEN IM THIERISCHEN 
ORGXNISMUS UNTER DEM ElNFLUSS ENTWICKELUNGSHEMMENDER 

Sroi'FE. Von Du. Georg Cornet, pract. Arzt in Berlin und Reichen 
hall. Zii(nchri/lfiir Hygiene, v. pp. 98-133. 

On the Behavior of Tubercle Bacilli in the Animal Body under 
the Influence of Substances which Hinder the Development 
of Microorganisms. By Dr. George Cornet. 

Volkmann has aptly said: Man is no test-tube. Certainly nothing 
appears to have been more clearly proven than that no conclusions as 
to the therapeutic value of a drug can be inferred from a consideration 
of its germicidal power outside the body. Corrosive sublimate, the 
most powerful germicide known to us, is incapable of exerting any such 
action in the tissues of the living body, even though introduced in very 
large amount. While, therefore, a knowledge of the action of germicides 
upon pure cultures of pathogenic microorganisms is of great service in 
directing the channel of therapeutic research, it can do but little more, 
and we must resort to experiments on animals for any really valuable 
suggestions in aid of clinical experience. 

In pursuance of this idea Cornet has attempted the determination of 
the action upon animals inoculated with tuberculosis of eight germi¬ 
cides, most of which have been reported of value in the treatment of 
phthisis. Tannin, acetate of lead, “ pinguin,” sulphuretted hydrogen, 
menthol, acid corrosive sublimate, ereolin, and creasote were employed 
in the experiments. At their conclusion, not one of these could be 
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proven to have influenced the progress of the tubercular disease in a 
single case, although all were exhibited in maximal doses; indeed, 
many of the animals either died from the effects of the drug, or showed 
marked symptoms of poisoning. 

A single case will serve as an example of the others. Acid corrosive 
sublimate was introduced into guinea-pigs in very large doses, the size 
of which can be better appreciated if wc picture to ourselves the mag¬ 
nitude of proportional doses for man. Considered in this way, 25 c. c. 
to 250 c. c. of a 1 in 1000 solution of the sublimate were employed 
daily, but without any appreciable effect upon the progress of the dis¬ 
ease. He would certainly be a bold therapeutist who would inject a 
half a pint of 1:1000 corrosive sublimate solution daily in the hope of 
obtaining such a saturation of his patient with the drug that he should 
be unfit ground for the existence of the germs already within him. 

Before we can hope to introduce any very rational therapeutics in 
the majority of the infectious diseases, a more exact knowledge of the 
fate of pathogenic microorganisms in the body is necessary. As a 
result of the large amount of work which has recently been done in the 
endeavor to solve this problem, we can say little more than that in some 
way or other the tissues seem to be able to dispose of a certain number 
of microorganisms, and that there exists a certain relationship between 
the general vigor of the individual and his ability to dispose of them. 

From these considerations the inexpediency of attempting any germi¬ 
cidal plan of treatment for tuberculosis must be apparent. It can only 
be weakening to the patient to introduce a large amount of poisonous 
material into the system, since this increases the amount of extraneous 
material which must be cared for by the tissues. 

A knowledge of the fact that in certain parts of Austria, where much 
garlic is eaten, the proportion of phthisical persons is very small, has 
led Cornet to try the effect upon tuberculous animals of an infusion of 
the herb, but with the same negative result as in the other cases. The 
effect of high altitude (4800 feet) was also tried, but here again no pos¬ 
itive result was obtained and Cornet was obliged to conclude that there 
is nothing in high altitude per ee unfavorable to the progress of tuber¬ 
cular disease already established. J. S. E. 


La Mort par la Decapitation. Par le Dr. Paul Loye, Prfiparateur 
du Laboratoire de Physiologic de la Sorbonne; Preparateur du Cours de 
Medecine legale a la Faculte de Medecine. Preface de M. le Dr. P 
Brouardel, Professeur de Medecine 16gale et Doyen de la Faculty de 
Medecine de Paris. 8vo. pp. x.. 285. Paris: Bureaux du Progres Medical, 
1888. 

Death by Decapitation. By Dr. Paul Loye. 

In the introduction to this volume, the author states that in view of 
the numerous discussions upon the subject of decapitation in the learned 
societies and in the press, and in view of the propositions looking to a 
change in the mode of punishment actually employed in France, he has 



